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Wirrimbirra Timeline  
by Margaret Kitson (02) 9498 7608                             

  8 September, 2019  

Every effort has been made to ensure this to be an honest and truthful account.   
However if there are any inaccuracies please forward them to janinemkitson@gmail.com for correction  

 

Please note Stead Foundation refers to David G. Stead Memorial Wild Life Research Foundation of Australia;  
National Trust refers to The National Trust (NSW) 

 

1909 David G. Stead (1877-1957) marine biologist, prolific writer and pioneer of  
nature conservation in Australia establishes the first environmental 
organisation devoted to the protection of  Australian wildlife - the Wildlife 
Preservation Society of  Australia 1909. 

1938 Thistle Y. Harris, Australian botanist, educator, author and conservationist 
publishes her first book “Wildflowers of  Australia” that popularises the 
recognition and appreciation of  Australian native plants.  

1945 Annie Forsyth Wyatt (1877-1961) founds the National Trust of  Australia 
(NSW) thanks to the encouragement of  David G. Stead (1877-1957). 

1951 
 

Thistle Y. Harris, Australian botanist, educator, author and conservationist, 
marries David G. Stead.  Together they share the legacy of  being two of  
Australia’s greatest environmental pioneers.  

1957 David G. Stead dies. During his lifetime DGS was a strong advocate for 
ending the hunting of  koalas that were being slaughtered for the fur trade in 
the 1920s.  He wrote to the US President Herbert Hoover calling on him to 
ban the import of  koala skins, disguised as ‘wombat skins’ into the US.  
Hoover agreed leading to the collapse of  the koala fur trade.  
 
Mt Stead, in the Blue Mountains, is named by Milo Dunphy in memory of  
David’s work for nature conservation.   

1962 Carmen Coleman purchases 66 ha of  bushland at Bargo to initiates the 
establishment of  ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’ [‘Wirrimbirra’ is the Tharawal 
word meaning ‘to preserve’]. 

1963 Thistle Stead pays off  mortgage and with her colleague Carmel Coleman 
they transfer the land to the David G. Stead Memorial Wild Life Research 
Foundation of  Australia that she establishes as the memorial to her late 
husband as an incorporated public not-for-profit company. 
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The aims of  the Stead Foundation include: to research in all aspects of  
wildlife conservation;  to maintain sanctuaries;  to cooperate with others on 
research in managements of  indigenous flora & fauna;  to publish 
information relating to these aims;  to carry out environmental education.  
 
Thistle Stead in an interview said “Although this is a genuine organization 
for conservation, mainly conservation education, its principal operations are 
at a sanctuary at Bargo called Wirrimbirra which the foundation handed 
over to the National Trust (NSW) a few years after its formation, so that it 
would be safe for all time.  The foundation was a new organisation, not a 
particularly strong one at this time, and the National Trust (NSW), of  
course, is very strong and we felt that this would secure the reserve in 
perpetuity.” (De Burg Tapes, Mitchell Library). 

1964 Mr Ivor Wyatt, son of  the founder of  the National Trust (NSW), Annie 
Forsyth Wyatt, appointed as the National Trust’s representative on the Stead 
Foundation Board, until 1993. 

1964 Construction of  the first building on the site, designed by Milo Dunphy that 
served as the original visitors centre. First edition of  Stead Foundation’s 
‘Wildlife News’. 

1965 Stead Foundation Chairman, N.H. Hicks writes to National Trust Honorary 
Secretary: “However we had in mind a more permanent grouping of  our 
joint interests in the Wirrimbirra project specifically, even to the extent of  
acquisition of  the Wirrimbirra site by the Trust, thus ensuing its existence in 
perpetuity whilst at the same time continuing to be managed and financed as 
a project of  the David G. Stead Wildlife Memorial Foundation.” (23.6.1965) 

1965 Ranger’s Cottage (Cottage 1) completed. Ornate iron entrance gate erected 
as a gift to Thistle Harris, on her retirement as lecturer at Sydney Teachers 
College.  

1965 Stead Foundation constructs a dam on the site.  

1965 Stead Foundation gifts the land at Wirrimbirra to the National Trust (NSW) 
so that the land would be safe for perpetuity and they could lease back, 
manage and finance the land and build their project ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’ 
without any involvement from the National Trust (NSW) 
 
The National Trust (NSW) agreed to accept the land as one of  its 
properties.   The National Trust President of  the time was The Hon Mr 
Justice J. McClements.  

1965 The autobiographical 1940 novel The Man Who Loved Children, by David G. 
Stead’s daughter, Christina Stead [1902-1983] is republished to critical 
acclaim and popularity.  This novel is a negative portrayal of  David G. Stead.  



3 
 

Perhaps this is why Thistle was so determined to leave a memorial to David 
G. Stead celebrating his environmental legacy? 

1967 Wirrimbirra Sanctuary is a Wildlife Refuge being proclaimed as “The David 
Stead Wildlife Refuge No 163” under Section 23A of  the Fauna Protection 
Act 1948 on 19 April, 1967.   
 
This conservation area is within a corridor of  bushland linking the large 
natural areas of  the Metropolitan and Warragamba Catchments and the 
Greater Blue Mountains.  

1967 NSW Government passes National Parks & Wildlife Act (NPWS). 

1967 Construction and opening of  native nursery at Wirrimbirra – one of  the 
first native nurseries in NSW. 

1970 Thistle Stead organizes cuttings of  the rare white waratah.  

1970 Stead Foundation completes the second cottage at Wirrimbirra.  

1970 Mel Fackender donates his natural history library to Wirrimbirra and a 
library is constructed in the Rangers’ Cottage. 

1970 Naturalist Alec Chisholm unveils plaque at Bargo Rest Centre to 
commemorate the first European sighting of  the lyre bird and koala at 
Bargo.  

1971 First stage Barbara Dew Environmental Studies Centre constructed.  

1972 School demonstration garden constructed. Later named the Allen Strom 
memorial garden. 

1972 NSW Department of  Education establishes Wirrimbirra Field Studies 
Centre Public School — the first residential environment centre in NSW.   

1973 Keith Armstrong appointed first teacher in charge of  Wirrimbirra Public 
School.  Opened by Hon E. Willis MLA.  

1974 Stead Foundation constructs second Field Studies Centre cabins with 8 
bunks.  

1974 Loretta Williams Memorial Garden planned and prepared by Sydney 
University Conservation Club.  

1976 Judith Wright is guest speaker at the Stead Foundation AGM. 

1977 New route of Hume Highway, built to freeway standard, bypasses the Old 
Hume Highway at Bargo and Wirrimbirra loses the passing trade. 

1980 Wirrimbirra Sanctuary is listed on the Register of the National Estate (listed 
21st October, 1980). 

1983 Canberra Express Passenger Train (XPT) commences, creating unsafe speeds 
through Wirrimbirra Field Studies Centre. The Stead Foundation can no 
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longer take on the responsibility of  education for school children as there is 
no secure fencing along the railway line.  

1986 Thistle Stead successfully registers the white waratah, Telopea Speciosissima 
“Wirrimbirra White” with the Australian Cultivar Registration Authority.  
Many of  today’s white waratahs are believed to be from plants originally 
cultivated by Thistle Stead.  

1988 Stead Foundation undertakes research on the propagation of  the White 
Waratah. 

1989 National Trust (NSW) purchases narrow strip of  land on southern 
boundary to improve fire protection for the Field Studies Centre. 

1990 National Trust of  Australia (NSW) Act 1990 No. 92 with the objects of  the 
Trust: 
5(a) to acquire, control, maintain, protect and preserve for the benefit of  the 
public generally land, (a)  to acquire, control, maintain, protect and preserve 
for the benefit of  the public generally land, buildings, works, structures and 
articles, of  beauty or of  national, historical, antiquarian, scientific, artistic, 
architectural or cultural interest (including Aboriginal relics, Aboriginal rock 
carvings and Aboriginal rock paintings and archaeological sites), and, works, 
structures and articles of  beauty or of  national, historical, antiquarian, 
scientific, artistic, architectural or cultural interest (including Aboriginal 
relics, Aboriginal rock carvings and Aboriginal rock paintings and 
archaeological sites): and  
b)  to protect and preserve the natural features of, and to conserve the fauna 
and flora on, any land referred to in paragraph (a) and acquired by or under 
the control  
(c)  to encourage and promote, by any means whatever, public appreciation, 
knowledge and enjoyment of, respect for, and interest in, any land, 
buildings, works, structures or articles referred to in paragraph (a), and 
(d)  to provide and improve amenities on and access to any land, buildings, 
works and structures referred to in paragraph (a) and acquired by or under 
the control of  the Trust, and 
(e)  to co-operate with any corporation, body or society, either within or 
outside New South Wales, having objects wholly or substantially similar to 
the objects of  the Trust, in promoting the objects of  such corporation, 
body or society or the Trust. 

1990 Thistle Stead dies [1902-1990] and leaves $1.2 million to the National Trust 
(NSW).  In the will she authorises “It is my express wish that all benefits 
received by the National Trust of  Australia (NSW) under this my Will be 
applied by it towards the development of  its  property presently known as 
“Wirrimbirra Sanctuary”, Hume Highway, Bargo.   
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National Trust CEO Wendy McCarthy and National Trust President, Mr 
Barry O’Keefe disagrees with this interpretation. 
 
However “if  invested immediately and wisely it could have provided funds 
in perpetuity for the upkeep of  Dr Stead’s 90 ha sanctuary.  But the money 
never reached the Stead Foundation, which manages Wirrimbirra.  The 
National Trust used most of  it to cover its bank overdraft.” (Alex Mitchell, 
‘Family fury over betrayal of  trust’, The Sun-Herald, June 15, 1997, page 62) 

1991 Wirrimbirra Sanctuary is listed on the Wollondilly Council Local 
Environment Plan (23 August, 1991). 

1992 “The conservation area is of  historical significance for its role in the 
development of  the conservation movement in NSW and its association 
with key persons who pioneered the conservation debate (Conservation 
Management Plan for Wirrimbirra Sanctuary by Lawrie Greenup). 

1992 The importance of  Wirrimbirra as a centre for environmental education is 
recognised when a OECD specialists visit Wirrimbirra as part of  an 
international research policy and practice in environmental education.   

1993 
 

Mr Barry O’Keefe, President of  the National Trust (NSW) writes a letter to 
the Stead Foundation, dated 13 March, 1993 stating: That the National 
Trust Board, in accepting responsibility in perpetuity for Wirrimbirra, place 
$100,000 in a Conservation Fund designated to Wirrimbirra, so that the 
interest will be available for use on the property”. This interest has never 
been passed onto the Stead Foundation.  

1993 Mr Ivor Wyatt, son of  the founder of  the National Trust (NSW), Annie 
Forsyth Wyatt, who has acted as the National Trust’s representative on the 
Stead Foundation Board, since 1964 steps down. 

1996 NSW Attorney General, Mr Jeff  Shaw, attempts to take matter to the Equity 
Division of  the Supreme Court to determine whether “a true construction” 
had been placed on Thistle Stead’s Will that stated it was her “express wish 
that all benefits received by the National Trust (NSW) under my Will be 
applied by it towards the development of  its property presently known as 
Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, Hume Highway, Bargo”.  Under pressure from 
National Trust supporters, the Attorney General withdraws the case.    

1996 
June 

Ms Elsa Atkin, the National Trust Executive Director writes to Attorney 
General Mr Jeff  Shaw in June 1996 stating:  “We are happy to inform you 
that the (National) Trust and the (Stead) Foundation have reached 
agreement whereby the Trust is to undertake specific development of  the 
Sanctuary over the next few years and has given a long-term commitment to 
carry out development requested by the Foundation”.  However these 
improvements were never completed.  
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1997 Calls to investigate the matter with NSW Independent Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) as the National Trust President is also the ICAC 
Commissioner (1994-1999). This conflict of  interest stymies any legal 
challenge.   
 
In the SMH on Mr Barry O’Keefe’s obituary it is quote that “under his 
leadership, the Trust emerged from bankruptcy”.  The National Trust does 
not disclose that this financial rescue came from the $1.2 million Thistle 
Harris Bequest to Wirrimbirra.  
 

1997 Newspaper article “Family fury over betrayal of  trust”, by Alex Mitchell, The 
Sun-Herald, June 15, 1997. 

1998 Biography of  Thistle Harris published.  In the foreword, former President 
of  the National Trust, the Hon. Barry O’Keefe, AM QC, says “By her Will 
she (Thistle Stead) made a generous bequest to the National Trust, in 
recognition of  which the National Trust has committed itself  to the 
maintenance of  Wirrimbirra in perpetuity and to helping ensure that it 
remain a place for education and research – an appropriate memorial to 
David Stead and a tribute to a great Australian, Dr Thistle Stead (Thistle Y. 
Harris, a Biography of  Thistle Yolette Stead by Joan Webb, Surrey Beatty & Sons, 
1998, page vi) 

2000 The National Trust (NSW) receives Dew Sisters Bequest for the 
Wirrimbirra.  However this information is only discovered by the Stead 
Foundation in 2006. In 2015 the Stead Foundation was told by the National 
Trust that this Bequest was valued at $260,000. Three years later, in the 2018 
EOI, this Bequest is now valued at $387,000.  

2002 Wirrimbirra is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register (1st March, 2002). 
 
Statement of  significance: 
Wirrimbirra is significant for its role in the development of  the 
conservation movement in NSW; its association with key persons who 
pioneered the conservation debate; as a natural area with a rich and diverse 
flora and fauna, including rare and endangered species; as a recreation and 
social area; as a historic site containing relics and cultural items, as well as 
being associated with the pioneering expeditions to the Southern Highlands; 
as an area containing extensive plantings of  native plants including rare and 
endangered species, and as an area which encouraged investigations into the 
growing and propagation of  native plants. (Tait,1997)  

2006 The National Trust (NSW) agrees to give the yearly interest of  the Dew 
Sisters Bequest to the Stead Foundation for general maintenance.  
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2006 The Stead Foundation invites the Australian Native Dingo Conservation 
Society (ANDCS) to relocate onto 2 acres of  land at Wirrimbirra, as their 
lease had expired at the property at 590 Arina Road, Bargo and had to 
relocate.   
 
The ANDCS awards the contract for the dingo enclosure to Mr Dennis 
Dutton, Stead Foundation President.  The Stead Foundation accepts this on 
the condition that the Stead Foundation is not involved in any matter 
relating to the contractor and the ANDCS. 

2007 National Trust Board visits Wirrimbirra, as part of  a Southern Highlands 
regional board visit that includes ‘Cooma Cottage’, Yass, ‘Riversdale’, 
Goulburn, ‘Golden Vale’, Suttons Forest and ‘Harper’s Mansion’, Berrima. 
The National Trust Board is very impressed with the management of  
Wirrimbirra.  

2008 Ms Janine Kitson, National Trust Board Director joins Stead Foundation 
and is elected as the Stead Foundation’s Vice President.  National Trust 
Board welcomed this appointment. The National Trust Board believes that 
this appointment will bring the two organisations closer, as when Mr Ivor 
Wyatt (son of  National Trust founder, Annie Wyatt) was a president of  the 
National Trust as well as a president of  the Stead Foundation.  

2008 Change in leadership of  National Trust CEO, National Trust President and 
Australian Native Dingo Conservation Society (ANDCS) President.  
Official opening of  Dingo Sanctuary at Wirrimbirra with official guests 
present from both National Trust, Stead Foundation and ANDCS Board as 
guests. Mr Julian Bickersteth, National Trust Board Director thanks Ms 
Janine Kitson for her work in bringing the Stead Foundation and National 
Trust closer together.  

2008 The ANDCS Dingo Enclosure Contractor stops work on site because of  
dispute over payment, materials and volunteer hours to assist the building 
of  the new dingo enclosures at Wirrimbirra.  ANDCS retaliates and blames 
the Stead Foundation for this dispute, because the Contractor was the 
President of  the Stead Foundation.  Dennis Dutton, Stead Foundation 
President steps down because of  this conflict of  interest and Ms Janine 
Kitson steps in as President of  the Stead Foundation. 

2008 Sudden and surprising resignation of  Dr Zeny Edwards, National Trust 
President, following 2008 AGM.  Election of  Mr Ian Carroll as new 
National Trust President.  A National Trust Board Director is quoted as 
saying that Mr John Neish, the new National Trust CEO, had said the night 
before this AGM that “If  Zeny Edwards didn’t go, he would”.  At the time 
there was a group of  National Trust Board Directors who believed Mr John 
Neish was inspirational but who led the National Trust (NSW) into near 
bankruptcy by the end of  2009 when he resigns.   .  
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2008 New National Trust CEO, John Neish, meets with Stead Foundation, and 
expresses view that the National Trust should get rid of  the Wirrimbirra 
property as the National Trust does not receive any financial gain from the 
property. Mr John Neish issues a directive to all National Trust Committees 
informing them that the National Trust no longer promotes Wirrimbirra. 

2009 Stead Foundation President and National Trust Board Director, Ms Janine 
Kitson, is refused a meeting with National Trust to resolve the ANDCS 
contractual dispute because the National President Mr Ian Carroll tells Ms 
Janine Kitson that she has a conflict of  interest and that there will be no 
meeting between the two organisations.  This damages the relationship 
between the two organisations.  Ms Janine Kitson withdraws when any 
agenda item relating to Wirrimbirra is raised at the National Trust Board 
meetings.  
 
Ms Janine Kitson as Stead Foundation President organises mediation from 
community legal services, at Campbelltown, in an attempt to resolve dispute 
in Memorandum of  Understanding between Stead Foundation and 
ANDCS.  National Trust accepts tirade of  malicious and negative gossip 
aimed at the Stead Foundation without giving the Stead Foundation a fair 
hearing.  

2011 The Stead Foundation’s ten year lease expires. The Stead Foundation asked 
NSW Environment and Heritage Minister, Robyn Parker to intervene and 
ask the National Trust to renew the Stead Foundation’s lease.  She asked the 
National Trust to circulate this Stead Foundation letter to the National Trust 
Board.  Following this Janine Kitson, who had stepped down from the Stead 
Foundation Board in 2010, was told that she had a conflict of  interest 
because her mother was Vince-President of  the Stead Foundation. Mrs 
Margaret Kitson resigned immediately from the Stead Foundation Board so 
that there would be no conflict of  interest for her daughter, but instead Ms 
Janine Kitson is told she still has a conflict of  interest because she is 
“emotionally involved” and yet again she has to withdraw from any National 
Trust Board discussion on Wirrimbirra.  
 
Mrs Margaret Kitson returns to the Stead Foundation Board as her 
resignation has no impact on Janine Kitson’s conflict of  interest with the 
National Trust.  

2011 The National Trust appoints Chris Lloyd as the manager to the Wirrimbirra 
site which destabilizes the Stead Board and volunteers.  

2012 NSW Member for Wollondilly, Mr Jai Rowell, puts up motion at NSW 
Parliament House on 8 March, 2012:   
Mr Jai Rowell—That this House:  
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(1) Congratulates Wirrimbirra Sanctuary for its shows exhibiting Australian 
wildlife for a gold-coin donation.  
(2) Acknowledges the volunteers, workers and supporters of the sanctuary 
for their continued hard work and support that they provide in the upkeep 
of the sanctuary.  
(3) Notes that Wirrimbirra Sanctuary is the only place of its kind in the 
region where the public are able to be close to the native Australian wildlife.  
 

2012 National Trust (NSW) terminates the Stead Foundation’s 10 year lease 
which puts in place a destabilizing two-year lease with a Special Clause that 
bars two Stead Foundation members from being on the Stead Foundation 
Board, or volunteering or visiting Wirrimbirra Sanctuary and if  this is 
breached the Stead Foundation’s lease could be terminated.   This again 
destabilizes the Stead Board and many volunteers leave in protest.  For 13 
weeks the Stead Foundation Board tried to have this clause removed 
because it undermined and devalued the integrity of  the Stead Foundation’s 
membership.   These two members had been volunteers for 10 years and 
manned the office for four days per week and were indispensable for the 
running of  the organisation at that time.  The National Trust did not 
provide any reasons for the clause.    Perhaps gossip from the ANDCS 
persuaded National Trust President Mr Ian Carroll to say to Janine Kitson 
“I will never sign a lease while those two are on the Stead Foundation 
Board”.  As the contractual dispute over the ANDSC dingo enclosures 
never went to Court there was no evidence of  malfeasance.   This lease was 
not registered.  The lease divided the property into three sections – an area 
for the Stead Foundation, an area for the ANDCs, and a shared Common 
Area which the National Trust would chair.   
It has been reported by a former National Trust Board Director, that Mr 
Ian Carroll, National Trust President was always concerned that if  the 
matter went to the Attorney-General, that the National Trust might be up 
for litigation for the misuse of  Thistle Stead’s $1.2 million Bequest.  
 
Does this mean that if  the Stead Foundation collapses this will no longer be 
a concern for the National Trust? 

2012 Janine Kitson chooses not to stand for re-election to the National Trust 
Board as she has lost confidence in the National Trust (NSW) as they refuse 
to acknowledge and respect the heritage of  Wirrimbirra and the Stead 
Foundation.   

2013 National Trust announces it will sell Wirrimbirra to the Wildlife 
Preservation Society (WPSA) for $1.3 million.  The Stead Foundation 
appoints Mrs Margaret Kitson as the Stead Foundation Board Advisor to 
lead campaign to stop the sale.  
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2013 Stead Foundation President, Anthony Bastow, resigns as Stead Foundation 
President in August 2013 because of  National Trust CEO’s attempts to 
bully him into agreeing to the sale of  Wirrimbirra.   Mrs Margaret Kitson 
returns to Stead Foundation Board and takes on the role of  President.    

2013 The National Trust (NSW) and Office of  Environment and Heritage (NSW 
Government) develops comprehensive Conservation Agreement for the 
Wirrimbirra Sanctuary to ensure that the native vegetation is managed and 
conserved in perpetuity.  
 
Conservation Agreement protects the intact remnant example of  Bargo 
Bush, that once covered an extensive area south of  Sydney, and which 
contains Ironbark forest, Scribbly Gum woodland and Sydney Peppermint 
forest (east of  the railway line). 
 
The conservation area contains the flora species Pomaderris brunea listed as 
Vulnerable on Schedule 2 of  the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 
 
The National Trust recognises with the Minister Administering the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974) “that the conservation area is of  
historical significance for the role in the development of  the conservation 
movement in NSW and its association with key persons who pioneered the 
conservation debate”. 
 
The National Trust agrees that they “must not intentionally carry out any 
act or omit to carry out any act, or cause or permit any act to be carried out 
or any act to be carried out which act or omission may harm any native 
fauna, native plants, their habitats, cultural heritage, geo-heritage or other 
conservation values in the conservation area” [2.1]. 

2013 Bushfire threatens Wirrimbirra and library relocated off  site for safety.  

2013 Stead Foundation celebrates its 50th Anniversary with a luncheon attended 
by up to 100 guests, with Mr David Shoebridge MLC as guest speaker.  

2013 Notice of  Motion passed in the NSW Legislative Council (19 September, 
2013) 
1.  That this House notes the legacy of  Dr Thistle Harris AM and Mr 

David Stead: 
(a) Who both made a lasting contribution to the study and preservation of  

Australian plants and bushland during their lives, and 
(b) who were instrumental in the recognition of  Australia’s flora 

internationally. 
2. That this House, recognises and celebrates the 50th anniversary of  

Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, which: 
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(a)  was founded in 1962 by Thistle Harris in memory of  her husband, 
David Stead, to preserve an example of  Bargo Brush woodland and to 
promote the preservation and cultivation of  Australia’s unique flora, and 

(b) has preserved an important place for the Tharawal people, and 
(c) has enriched the lives of  volunteers and visitors with its 200 acres of  

natural bushland, gardens, fauna protection areas, and native nursery.  

2014 Local MP Jai Rowell, Member for Wollondilly forwards copy of  letter by 
Mrs Margaret Kitson, President of  the Stead Foundation to the NSW 
Attorney-General regarding “the creative accounting and deception” by the 
National Trust’s management of  Dew Sister Bequests and lease 
arrangements which Mrs Margaret Kitson argues “will eventually destroy the 
Stead Foundation”.  

2014 The Stead Foundation initiates plantings for koala feed trees.  

2014 
Sept 

Stead Foundation’s two-year lease expires.   

2014 
Dec 

The sale of  Wirrimbirra Sanctuary is stopped.   National Trust (NSW) now 
offers the Stead Foundation a 5 year + 5 year lease for part of  the property, 
which includes the Information Centre, the nursery, the cottages and other 
land, with the rest of  the property offered to the WPSA for a fifty year lease 
for $900,000. The Stead Foundation cooperates with this proposal.  The 
National Trust (NSW) proposes to re-establish a $600,000 Thistle Harris 
Bequest and to invest $300,000 for the Stead Foundation with the interest to 
maintain their part of  the property.  The Dew Sisters Bequest would be 
available to the WPSA as the Barbara Dew Research Centre is part of  their 
lease.   

2015 National Trust (NSW) classifies the Bargo Gorge Landscape Conservation 
Area.  

2015 Mr David Shoebridge MLC chairs meetings between Stead Foundation, 
National Trust and Wildlife Preservation Society in NSW Parliament offices.  
After several meetings the WPSA withdraws from the lease proposal. Then 
the National Trust (NSW) offers WPSA a 99 year lease-sale of  Wirrimbirra 
for $850,000 with the assurance to the Stead Foundation would not change 
their 5 year + 5 year lease.  At the last meeting the Stead Foundation are told 
they cannot proceed with this proposal because two leases on the one 
property can trigger a subdivision and the Stead Foundation must come to 
another agreement with the WPSA. The Stead Foundation seeks legal advice 
which confirms that this new agreement would not guarantee them any 
future security.   
 
At this meeting Mrs Margaret Kitson asked the National Trust CEO about 
the Bennett Bequest for Wirrimbirra.  Mr Brian Scarsbrick, National Trust 
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CEO had previously said that when the National Trust obtained a copy of  
the will, they would inform the Stead Foundation of  any money gifted to 
them.  Mr Gerry Hayes, National Trust Property Manager, continued, 
speaking in condescending manner, saying, “Margaret, you have to 
understand that there was only talk about a bequest but we have to wait for 
the fellow to die”.  Margaret Kitson replied that the Stead Foundation had 
received the Bequest in January 2015. 

2015 
Jan 

Margaret Kitson, Stead Foundation President, receives verbally abusive 
phone calls from Brian Scarsbrick, National Trust CEO, attempting to bully 
the Stead Foundation into signing papers that would give the WPSA a 99 
year lease for the whole property. 

2015 The Mel Fackender Library (Cottage 1) is refurbished for the return and 
catalogue of  700 books that were temporarily taken off  site during bushfires 
in the Bargo area in 2013.   

2015 Attorney-General requests detailed information about management of  
Wirrimbirra by the National Trust (NSW), including details of  bequests to 
Wirrimbirra.  Stead Foundation President, Mrs Margaret Kitson, supplies 
this information as requested.   Once this matter is accepted by the 
Attorney-General’s Office, Mrs Margaret Kitson steps down as President 
because she could do no more without the Attorney-General’s intervention 
to reinstate a long term lease.    

2015 Mr David G. Stead, grandson of  the original David G. Stead, is elected 
Stead Foundation President.  

2016 The portable classrooms are refurbished and restored (asbestos tiles 
removed, cedar floorboards repolished and installation of  new blinds). The 
heritage mural on classroom back wall is restored.   

2017 Ms Debbie Mills is appointed as the new National Trust CEO.  

2017 The NSW Attorney General after much correspondence with the Crown 
Solicitor declines to intervene but advises the Stead Foundation to resolve 
their dispute with the National Trust (NSW) and encourage both parties “to 
renew their efforts to resolve the dispute in the best interests of  Wirrimbirra 
Sanctuary”.  

2017 Laboratory refurbished (asbestos tiles removed and replaced with a timber 
floating floorboards).  The archives room is relined with new shelving after 
termite damage. 

2017 Celebrity cook, Ms Margaret Fulton visits Dingo Sanctuary in Bargo and 
sponsors a couple of  dingoes but earlier she had served as Vice President 
of  the Native Dog Conservation Society with Ms Berenice Walters, the 
‘Dingo Lady’.  
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2018 In July 2018, Mr David Stead, Stead Foundation President and Mrs Margaret 
Kitson meet with the National Trust (NSW) hoping to negotiate a new lease 
that provides security for the Stead Foundation.  Instead, without any 
consultation, the National Trust CEO, Ms Debbie Mills and National Trust 
President Mr Brian Powyers announces that the National Trust (NSW) will 
put out an Expression of  Interest (EOI) for a long term lease for the 
management of  3105 Remembrance Drive, Bargo, as they could not 
advertise the name ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’. 
 
‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’ is the trading name owned by the Stead Foundation.  
Without the Stead Foundation there is no ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’.   
 
The National Trust (NSW) invites the Stead Foundation, the original 
benefactors, to put in a submission knowing that they did not have the 
funds to buy a long term lease from the National Trust (NSW).  The Stead 
Foundation puts in an EOI in good faith outlining how they had 
successfully managed and financed the property for over fifty years.   
 
The National Trust’ decision for an EOI destabilizes the Stead Foundation’s 
volunteers and supporters.  
 
ANDCS President Ms Lucille Ellem announces in the media that the 
ANDCS will submit an expression of  interest application. 
 
With the announcement of  the EOI the Stead Foundation lost many of  its 
volunteers.  The Stead Foundation President, Mr David Stead, was put in a 
position to close the Wirrimbirra Sanctuary during weekdays.  However, 
with the support of  two dedicated volunteers, the Sanctuary has been able 
to open on weekends.  As well the Fauna Protection Area, that has been a 
resource for TAFE students gaining work experience in animal care, have 
ensured the feeding of  the native animals during the week. 

 
National Trust’s ‘Thistle Harris Bequest’ proposal (Dec 2014) is absent from 
the EOI. 

2019 
July 

ANDCS Dingo Sanctuary Patron and Australia’s legendary cookbook 
author Ms Margaret Fulton (1924-2019) dies. 

2019 
11 
July 

National Trust (NSW) informs the Stead Foundation that their submission 
for the Expression of  Interest has been unsuccessful and issues a Notice of  
Termination for the lease that expired in 2014, with 3 months’ notice to 
vacate the premises “and deliver to the Landlord the keys and security 
devices to the Premises”. 
 
National Trust (NSW) refuses to disclose who the successful candidates are. 
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Has the National Trust (NSW) selected a suitable candidate for the EOI?   
 
Does this mean that without the Stead Foundation the National Trust 
(NSW) is free of  any litigation in regard to Thistle Stead’s Bequest? 
 
The Stead Foundations begins to relocate homes for the wildlife in the 
Fauna Protection Area, as they hold the Department of  Primary Industries 
licence for these native animals.  
 
It is said that there are up to 70 memorials on site, in the form of  gardens, 
tree, plaques which cannot be relocated and will be lost for the future.  
 
The Stead Foundation has nowhere to go, as its only project has been to 
build Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, which means the National Trust (NSW) will 
take over all the Stead Foundation’s assets, built and financed by its 
members and volunteers over 50 years.    
 
An eviction notice has been served to the Stead Foundation calling for them 
to vacate the property on the 11 October, 2019. 
  
The National Trust’s (NSW) cumulated benefit from the Stead Foundation 
now includes: 

1. $1.2 million bequest from Thistle Stead’s Will 
 

2. Financial gain from the property, gifted from the Stead Foundation, 
if  the EOI proceeds 
 

3. All buildings and assets built and financed by the Stead Foundation 
 

4. Dew Sisters Bequest for Wirrimbirra which is now valued at  
$387,000. The Stead Foundation has asked on several occasions for 
an income/expenditure statement for this Bequest but this request 
has been ignored and where the National Trust has told the Stead 
Foundation “it is none of  their business”.  The Stead Foundation also 
believe there may be other Bequests in this account.  

2019 The Stead Foundation have never wanted to bring the National Trust 
(NSW) into disrepute but as no choice but to share this record, as they are 
to be evicted on 11 October, 2019. 
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Is the National Trust (NSW) endangering the State Heritage Listing of  
Wirrimbirra Sanctuary by evicting the Founders & Benefactors of  Wiririmbirra,  

the David G. Stead Wild Life Memorial Research Foundation of  Australia? 
 

Without the David G. Stead Wild Life Memorial Research Foundation of  
Australia there is no ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’ – as the Stead Foundation own the 

trading name ‘Wirrimbirra Sanctuary’. 
 

Does the actions of  the National Trust (NSW) towards the Stead Foundation 
show it is committed to engaging the community to celebrate and conserve 

heritage places and collections through events and education? 
 

Does the actions of  the National Trust (NSW) towards the Stead Foundtion show 
it is a fit and proper advocate for the protection of  historical and naturally 

significant places and collections to ensure their preservation for future 
generations? 

 
 

   


